Name ___________________________________________________________




Rubric for Comparison/Contrast Writing
Formatting: 2-3 pages, double spaced?   _____/5
Formatting:  Margins, font, etc. _____/3

Proper MLA heading?  _____/4

Ttitle  _____/2         

Late Papers - 10% deduction per day
	
	4- Excellent
	3- Very Good
	2-Satisfactory
	1-Needs Improvement
	0 – Unacceptable 

	Purpose and Supporting Details
	Compares and contrasts items clearly. The paper points to specific examples to illustrate the comparison. The paper includes only the information relevant to the comparison.
	Compares and contrasts items clearly. The paper points to specific examples to illustrate the comparison. The paper includes only the information relevant to the comparison.
	Compares and contrasts items clearly, but the supporting information is incomplete. The paper may include information that is not relevant to the comparison.
	Compares or contrasts, but does not include both. There is no supporting information or support is incomplete
	Does not compare and/or contrast two literary selections.  There is superficial information presented that does not fit the task.

	Organization
	Breaks the information into whole-to-whole, similarities -to-differences, or point-by-point structure. It follows a consistent order when discussing the comparison.
	Breaks the information into whole-to-whole, similarities -to-differences, or point-by-point structure but does not follow a consistent order when discussing the comparison.
	Breaks the information into whole-to-whole, similarities -to-differences, or point-by-point structure, but some information is in the wrong section. Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and are distracting.
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized.
	Many details are disjointed and simply present text information in a random order.

	Introduction
	Introductory paragraph clearly states subject and purpose of the essay and captures reader's attention. 
	Introductory paragraph states subject and purpose of essay but is not particularly inviting to the reader. 
	Introductory paragraph attempts to state subject or the purpose of essay but does not capture reader's attention. 
	No attempt is made to state the subject or the purpose of the essay in an introductory paragraph. 
	There is no essay and no thesis to support.  Information is superficial and may be off task

	Transitions
	The paper moves smoothly from one idea to the next. The paper uses comparison and contrast transition words to show relationships between ideas. The paper uses a variety of sentence structures and transitions.
	The paper moves from one idea to the next, but there is little variety. The paper uses comparison and contrast transition words to show relationships between ideas.
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy.
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or nonexistent.
	Ideas are disjointed and do not connect together

	Sentence Fluency
	*uses complete sentences

*varying sentence structure and lengths
	*uses complete sentences

*generally simple sentence structures
	*occasional sentence fragment or run-on sentences

*simple sentence structure is used repeatedly
	*frequent use of sentence fragments or run-on sentences

*sentences are difficult to understand
	* sentence structure is weak and includes an abundance of fragments and/or run ons

* Sentences do not connect to support the topic

	Word Choice
	*precise, vivid and interesting word choices

*wide variety of word choices
	*fairly precise, interesting and somewhat varied word choices

*wording could be more specific
	*vague, mundane  word choices

*wording is repetitive

*more descriptive words are needed
	*very limited word choices

*wording is bland and not descriptive
	* simple elementary language

* working is confusing and inconsistent



	Conventions
	*proper grammar, usage

*correct spelling

*correct punctuation

*correct capitalization
	*few errors of grammar and  usage

*mostly correct spelling, punctuation

and capitalization
	*errors in grammar, usage and spelling sometimes make understanding difficult

*some errors in punctuation and capitalization
	*frequent errors in grammar, usage, spelling, capitalization and punctuation

make understanding difficult or impossible
	* grammar and usage are inept.  Sentences and structure are difficult to understand

	Voice
	*voice is fitting for the topic and engaging

*well-suited for audience and purpose
	*voice is fairly clear and seems to fit the topic

*suited for audience and purpose
	*voice rarely comes through

*not always suited for audience and purpose
	*voice is weak or inappropriate

*no sense of audience and purpose
	* voice is not evident
* no sense of audience or purpose

	Citations
	Includes a works cited page with a minimum of two sources in MLA style
	Includes a works cited page with a minimum of two sources but may contain minor errors in format.
	Includes a words cited page but only lists one source or lists two sources with significant errors in MLA format.
	No works cited page but includes in text reference
	No works cited


1. The essay must be clearly organized, either point-by-point or block-by-block format (see below).

2. Include a minimum of three points of comparison/contrast. 

3. You must include a works cited page following MLA format
	Example Format: Point-by-Point (five paragraphs)
	Example Format: Block-by-Block Arrangement (four paragraphs)

	I.
	Introduction stating your purpose, which is to discuss the similarities/differences between two selections
	Introduction stating your purpose, which is to discuss the similarities/differences between two selections 

	II.
	First similarity/difference (ex.: setting)
A.  Reading Selection #1 + support

B.  Reading Selection #2 + support
	Reading Selection #1
A.  Key aspect A (ex.: setting) + support
B.  Key aspect B (ex.: character traits) + support
C.  Key aspect C (ex.: author’s craft/style) + support 

	III.
	Second similarity/difference  (ex. character traits)

A.  Reading Selection #1 + support
B.  Reading Selection #2 + support
	Reading Selection #2
A.  Key aspect A (ex.: setting) + support
B.  Key aspect B (ex.: character traits) + support
C.  Key aspect C (ex.: author’s craft/style) + support

	IV.
	Third similarity/difference (ex. author's craft/style)
A.  Reading Selection #1 + support 

B.  Reading Selection #2 + support
	Conclusion

	V.
	Conclusion
	


